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Annam Wants Its Freedom 

 THE PAST YEAR has been perhaps the most momentous one in the history of the 

Annamese race because it has at last brought freedom within reach. 

 Up to the Japanese occupation in 1940, the Annamese, who comprise approximately 

eighty percent of the population of French Indo-China, had seemed a fairly contented people.  

Yet underneath their seeming content they had for many years hidden intense nationalistic 

feeling.  At least three parties had been at work:  the communists, the Royalists and the 

Caudaists.  Caudaism, which had made great headway in the country, was supposedly a religion 

whose special symbol was an all-seeing eye, but all this was merely a cloak to cover nationalistic 

propaganda.  Uprisings occurred from time to time in those section where its members were most 

numerous.  All such uprisings, caused by no matter what party, were labeled “Communist” and 

speedily suppressed by the French. 

 The situation during the war was most anomalous because, tough Indo-China was 

occupied by the Japanese, the French still retained the government.  Despite a pretense of being 

on friendly terms with the French, the Japanese fostered nationalism with their doctrine of “Asia 

for the Asiatics.”  The three parties mentioned were above grew in strength and new parties 

sprang up-a pro-Japanese party and a little later the Youth Group, a pro-Chinese movement, and 

finally the coalition known as Viet Minh.  On March 9, 1945, all the French in Indo-China were 

finally interned by the Japanese, who then set up an Annamese Emperor Bao Dai.  He was the 

rule not over Annam itself but over Tonkin to the north and Cochin China to the south, thus 

reuniting most of the Annamese people under Japanese auspices.  At the same time the Japanese-

controlled radio announced that the two other units of French Indo-China, Cambodia and Laos, 

had declared their independence of France.   

The end of the war brought great confusion.  The French were still interned, and the 

puppet government could not stand without its Japanese sponsors, so the country was without 

united leadership.  No one party was strong enough to form government, but the various parties 

made bids for popularity in street parades and speeches in public parks.  Flags of several parties 

would appear in the crowd, and the masses would follow confusedly, not knowing to which party 

they belonged.  One thing, however, they all knew, they wanted independence, their own country 

and the right to govern it.  



 

 

The Man with Twenty Names 

Out of this chaos, there finally arose the government of the Viet Minh, which as roughly 

an amalgamation of the Caudaists, the Youth movement and the Communists.  They set up a 

Republic which became known as Viet-Nam, and the Annamese now call themselves the Viet-

Namese.  At the head of the Viet-Nam Republic is HO Chi Minh—“The man with twenty 

names.”  Unprepossessing in appearance, he is nevertheless an interesting figures and as his past 

career proves, a man of strong character.  Perhaps the best known of his many aliases is Nguyen 

Ai-quoc, or “The Patriot.”  Born in Annam fifty years ago, Ho spent his youth as a political 

propagandist in Canton, Hong Kong and San Francisco.  In 1920 he represented the French 

colonies at the Socialist Congress at Tours.  He participated in the revolutionary campaign in 

South China, founded the “Youth” group of communistic leanings and was imprisoned several 

times by the Kuomintang.  It is said that he also spent several years in Russia.  He returned to 

Indo-China in 1945, where his party has now the support of most Annamese. 

In the armistice settlements, the job of disarming the Japanese in Indo-China fell to the 

British and Chinese.  The British were to work south of the sixteenth meridian, which runs 

roughly through the center of Indo-China; the Chinese to the north of it.  In September, 1945, 

when the British arrived in the south, strong French forces came in simultaneously and retook 

Saigon and several other important southern centers from the Annamese, who fought stubbornly 

for moths.  Allied gas dumps were sabotaged by the Annamese; the rich rubber plantations were 



looted and installations destroyed.  There was guerrilla warfare throughout the south.  No 

European was safe from the snipers. 

The Situation in Hanoi 

In the north of Chinese followed a policy of noninterference in the local situation.  They 

were there, they said, “to disarm the Japanese.”  Thus between October, 1945, and March, 1946, 

the situation of the Europeans in Hanoi was much worse than in Saigon.  Here they had no 

French army to protect them.  The hate of the Annamese grew steadily and seem to know no 

bounds.  Though there many Annamese who do not hate the French, these dare make no gesture 

of friendship because of the threat of having their children taken from them by way retaliation.  

Hundreds of French people were poisoned with datura, although fortunately most were saved by 

prompted medical attention.  Many other were shot in the streets, The Annamese were well 

armed, partly by the Japanese; some had been given arms by the Allies to form resistance groups, 

and then they had been disarming and looting the French.  Even Tho tribeswomen (who are said 

to be excellent shots) walked the  streets of Hanoi with revolvers strapped to their hips. 

As time went on, the Chinese shot at Annamese or Europeans without discrimination.  

The Annamese did likewise. When the French troops arrived at the port of Haiphong, on March 

8, 1946, they were fired at by the Chinese troops holding the port.  For the first half hour the fire 

was not returned.  But after several on the boat had been wounded, the French returned the fire, 

aiming so accurately that two Chinese ammunition dumps were set ablaze.  Then the Chinese put 

up the white flag.  In explanation of their actions, they said that the French had tried to land 

before the formalities had been concluded.  Jeep-loads of American and British soldiers and U.S. 

Vice-Consul were shot at.  During this time the Annamese had paraded almost daily in the 

streets; no European dared appear even at a window, for many of the parades were armed. 

By the beginning of 1946 the main centers of Cochin China had been reoccupied by the 

French. Knowing this, the Annamese in the north went to greater lengths to stamp out the 

remaining French influences in that section.  Notices were circulated promising the Annamese 

one thousand piastres for the head of a Eurasian, seven hundred for that of a Corsican, and five 

hundred for that of a Frenchman.  Who paid the money is not known.  It is easy to understand 

why the head of a Eurasian was valued at such a high price—Eurasians are the link between the 

French and Annamese.  The Annamese had destroyed all French Surete and criminal records; but 

the Eurasian, speaking the Annamese language as he does, might gain much knowledge in his 

mother’s home which would be of political value to the French in helping them trace down 

Annamese who had perpetrated atrocities on the French at this time.  That the head of a Corsican 

comes second is rather surprising.  One possible explanation is that there are many Corsicans in 

both the French Police and Surete.  And they reputedly have quick tempers. 

On March 6, 1946, the French signed a preliminary agreement with Viet-Nam at Hanoi, 

promising to give it domination status within the “French Union.”  This agreement is said to 



have been accepted by the Annamese only the condition that full independence be guaranteed 

within five years, at the end of which time there must remain no French troops in the country, a 

regular Viet-Namese army must be organized, and Viet-Nam would have it own administration, 

finances, police and so on.  In April, Ho Chi Minh and members of his government went to Dalat 

to confer with the French.  Representatives of both countries express their opinions frankly and 

bluntly, and it was felt that a solid basis for future discussions had been laid.  In May, Ho with a 

group of Annamese went to France, where the talks were continued.  On September 15 after long 

negotiation an accord was signed which Ho pronounced “unsatisfactory but better than nothing.”  

At the start of the talks he had stated: “We want to work together because we realize that 

it is of vital necessity.  Both our delegations have recognized the need to form an Indo-Chinese 

federation linking all states concerned, not with hampering bond, but with uniting and 

strengthening bonds.  We agree on the principle of the creation of a federal organism providing it 

allows all members of the federation to prosper freely while remaining interdependent.  We still 

must determine the methods by which this federation is realized.”  Referring to Cochin China, 

Ho added, “There still remains a lot to be done in order to settle this delicate problem, but we are 

certain that all difficulties will be overcome.” 

Cochin China 

Cochin China is definitely a “delicate problem,” because of its having been   a French 

colony while Cambodia, Laos, Tonkin and Annam itself were not colonies but “protectorate.”  

Ho Chi Minh is said to consider the rich rubber, tea and rice-growing land of Cochin China an 

integral part of the Viet-Nam Republic.  But the French think otherwise.  Admiral d’Argenlieu, 

High commissioner for French Indo-China, was approached at Saigon in the late spring by a 

delegation of Cochin Chinese asking that Cochin China be given self-government.  In response, a 

provisional government was created providing “Cochin China with an autonomous status similar 

to that already granted to Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos, and enabling it to govern itself as a 

member of the Indo-Chinese federation within the framework of the French Union.”  This 

provisional government is headed by Dr. Tinh, a wealthy Annamese who is also a French citizen 

and is said to be the choice of the people.  While granting this request, Admiral d’Argenlieu 

stated that “none of France’s sovereign rights were surrendered thereby.  Cochin China is the 

only French colony within the Indo-China federation, and the nature of this government will 

remain essentially provisional until the French Parliament has given its decision and a Cochin 

China government is established through universal suffrage.” 

Following the signing of the Hanoi agreement of March 6, between the French and the 

Viet-Nam government, peace was hoped for in French Indo-China, but unfortunately that proved 

to be a vain dream.  Lacking an honest police force and sufficient authority to enforce its laws, 

the new government was unable to bring order.  Pillaging of everything belonging to Europeans 

continued.  Coffee trees were cut down, and cattle killed.  From the middle of March to the 



middle of May the bodies of eighteen French people who disappeared in that period were dug up.  

They had been badly mutilated, and some of them had been buried while yet alive.  

The problem facing the government seemed to be almost insurmountable.  In the north a 

pro-Chinese party was working for the overthrow of Viet-Nam, while in Cochin China a 

clandestine Viet-Nam president was arrested on June 1.  Officials of the Tinh government were 

assassinated at Mytho on their returning from a meeting.  Throughout the summer there were 

fresh outbursts of political of political unrest.  There would seem to be disunity and a feeling 

amongst the masses that the existing Viet-Nam government is being influenced too much by the 

French.  The newly signed agreement may, however, stabilize conditions somewhat. 

Added to the political unrest are famine and pestilence.  In northern Annam and Tonkin 

the Annamese say that two million have died of famine, typhus or dysentery during the past year.  

Tonkin has been stripped of foods, having had to feed both the Japanese and Chinese armies, and 

the people are completely without medicines. 

Part of the Chinese armies finally left the north more than seven weeks after they were 

due to leave.  At last accounts there still remained some twelve thousand Chinese at Haiphong 

waiting for embarkation on American ships to Japan where they will to do occupational service.  

Many stories went around to Hanoi as to the reasons for their stay.  One excuse they themselves 

gave was that they were waiting for the opium crop. 

Is There a Solution? 

The white races have dramatically failed in the Orient.  They have failed both the 

Orientals and themselves, whether it be in Indo-China or in any of the other countries of Asia. As 

members of religions which teach the equality of races, the brotherhood of man, they have 

treated the Asiatics as racially inferior.  They have educated the Asiatics and in the education 

failed to realize that the pupil grows up.  It is therefore only natural that the whole Orient today is 

in revolt against the white race. 

Yet, if the French and the Viet-Nam government can continue to work together in 

harmony for the present, it would seem to be the best solution.  For in rebuilding their county the 

Annames will need the help and influence of a stronger power.  The masses lack discipline and 

are not yet sufficiently educated to vote responsibly and act as members of a democratic 

government.  And without an organized army Indo-China could not defend itself from external 

attack. 

 

 


